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A Christmas Gift 

 

When I was in the sixth grade, I asked for a telescope for Christmas.  
I had become fascinated by Astronomy and read a number of books on the 

topic.  I was ready to see more than pictures in a book; I wanted to see the 
glories of the heavens with my own eyes and to see the wonders of crea-

tion that I couldn’t see without the aid of a telescope. 

I can still recall the excitement of Christmas Eve.  I didn’t sleep much 

that night vacillating between the anticipation and excitement of getting a 
telescope and the dread and fear that I might not get one at all. 

 Christmas morning, a long slender white cardboard tube sat upon a 
simple tripod beside the Christmas tree adorned with a single red stick-on 

bow.  It was a beautiful sight and I could hardly contain my joy and 
thanksgiving.  Then I couldn’t wait for Christmas night to come so I could 

go outside and use my new telescope.  What I remember about that first 
night was some frustration of getting the telescope lined up on something 

to see and that it was bitterly cold lying on the ground under the eyepiece 

of the telescope.  Yet, I still loved it! 

 Through that simple, inexpensive telescope, in time I would see the 

craters on the moon, the rings of Saturn, the red spot on Jupiter and some 
of Jupiter’s moons, and more.  I will never forget the sense of awe at see-

ing those things and my telescope made it possible. 

 Often it is our common experience to vacillate between anticipation 

and dread around Christmas.  We find ourselves bouncing between the 
message of despair in the world with the message of hope of the gospel.  

Then a telescope appears that helps us to see more clearly the wonders of 
heaven.  Perhaps it is a crèche, or a carol, or a children’s choir, or a read-

ing of scripture, or an unexpected gift, or a card, or a candle, or a worship 
service.  Our sense of wonder at the glory and love of God is impressed 

upon us and we are filled with hope. 

 What if we were more conscious as the church, as disciples of Jesus 

Christ, to being a telescope for others?  What if we were intentional about 

doing something, saying something, being present that was telescopic, 
helped others see more clearly the love of Christ? 

         David S. Naglee 



 End of the Year Reports 
Churches may submit their End of the Year Reports for 2015 between  

Monday, January 4th and Saturday, January 30th.  Please do not wait until the last 
minute to submit your report.   
 

We will have a End of Year Report Workshop on Thursday, January 7th at Rock-
mart First beginning at 7:00 pm.  Rev. John Merk, District Statistician, will review 

the End of the Year Procedures, how to complete the report online, and answer any 
questions.  This workshop is open to anyone who will be working on the report - 
clergy and laity. 

 

 
APPORTIONMENT PAYMENTS 

Thank you to the 32 churches in the ROCA District who have paid 100% of their ap-
portionments for 2015.  They are: Barnsley, Beech Creek, Bethel-Summerville, Burnt 

Hickory, Cave Spring, Center Point, Chubb Chapel, Crawford Chapel, District Line, 
Finley Chapel, Garrett’s Chapel, Lawrence Chapel, Lindale, Lindsey Chapel, Lowell, 

Menlo, Mt. Tabor-Armuchee, Mt. Tabor-Dallas, New Hope-Carrollton, Oostanaula, 
Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill, Powell Chapel, Rockmart First, Rome First, Scott 
Chapel, Shady Grove, Tallapoosa, Temple, Union, Vann’s Valley, and Victory.  There 

are many more who are on target to pay 100%. Thank you all. Please be sure to 
check online to make sure all your payments have been credited.  January 8, 2016 

is the last day to make payments toward 2015 Conference Apportionments.  
Any payments made after Christmas should be hand delivered to the  
Conference Treasurer.   

 

ROCA CLERGY NEWS 
 

MOVE/STAY FORMS: 
The Move/Stay Forms are due in the District Office by January 28th.  The 

Clergy and the SPRC each have a form to fill out. The forms are being emailed to the 
Clergy and mailed to the SPRC Chair. 

  
DISTRICT CLERGY MEETING: 
There will be a District Clergy Meeting on Monday, February 22nd at Marietta 

Street UMC beginning at 10:00 am. If you are not able to attend during the day  
you may attend the one in the evening on Monday, February 22nd at Trinity UMC, 

Rome beginning at 7:00 pm. 
 
ITEMS TO BE GIVEN AWAY: 

Communion Trays - Trinity has three silver colored Communion trays to donate to 
any church that would like to have them. You may contact the Church office at 706-

291-0033 if you are interested. 
 
Paraments - White, Red, and Purple Paraments (altar and Pulpit cloths) are free to a 

good church home.  For more information, contact Rev. Beth Sanders at 
2ndave@bellsouth.net or 706-234-6406 

  

 



2016 ROCA District 
Training Events  

Be sure to mark your calendars for 
our District Training Events. This 

year we have 3 events planned.  
Please attend the event for your 

Cluster Group.  You may attend  
another if you are not able to be at 

yours.  
The dates and locations are:  

 
CLUSTER 2  Bremen First UMC  January 10th  3 pm 

  
CLUSTER 3 Golden Memorial January 24th 3 pm 

  

CLUSTER 1 Trinity UMC, Rome January 31 3 pm 
 

The format for the training event will include 2 Stand Alone sessions at all 
three events and/or 2 areas of focus for you to choose from  

The Stand Alone sessions are: 
 1) Faith Patton, Cokesbury representative   

 2) Dr. Naglee for SPRC.  
  

The Areas of Focus are Youth Ministry and Stewardship. You will choose 
one of the sessions in the area you are interested in. At the conclusion, you 

will come together with the other two areas from that group for a Q&A  
session with all three of the Presenters in that group. The workshops will 

be the same for each Cluster Training but the presenters may vary. The 
Focus Groups and sessions are: 

 

Youth Ministry Focus   
 1) Youth in Mission/Service   

 2) Youth Ministry in Small Churches    
 3) Cooperative Youth Ministry   

 
Stewardship Focus 

 1) Mission-Driven Giving   
 2) Practical Advice for Small Membership Churches  

 3) Stewardship Across Life   
 

If you have any questions, you may contact the Rev. John Page at 
john.a.page@ngumc.net.   

 



ANNUAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE  
 

The North Georgia Older Adult Discipleship Ministry is busy planning its  
annual Older Adults Conference which will be held March 12, 2016. Check 

out the flyer below. Along with the Keynote speaker, there will be eight 
workshops presented, four before and four after lunch.  



  

 
 

 

 
 

 



North Georgia Youth News 
 

 

 Spiritual Life Retreat to help youth look in the mirror 

Each year over a thousand youth and youth leaders gather over three 

weekends at Glisson to join in worship, celebration, small group discus-
sions, devotions, and learning what it means to grow spiritually in the way 

God directs us through scripture and the Holy Spirit. This year is no excep-
tion as you and your youth are invited to join us for one of the 2016 Spiri-

tual Life Retreats. 

The theme this year is Mirrors and it will help your teenagers look at them-

selves through their own eyes, the eyes of others around them, and most 
especially God's eyes, coming to an understanding that God views them 

with love and mercy. 

The weekends are February 26-28, March 4-6, and March 11-13. Choose 

any one of them and bring your group. More information and registration is 

available now at http://www.ngumc.org/spiritualliferetreats. 

 

Spring Confirmation Retreat focuses on:  
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness   

What would it be like if you brought your current Confirmation Class to the 

Confirmation Retreat at Glisson this February 19th through 21st (2016)? 

Well, it would be amazing. Your youth would experience a retreat with other 

UM Confirmation students, helping them understand what you mean when 
you teach them that we are a "connectioinal" church. They will be taught in 

some amazing ways about the blessings of our denomination - its diversity, 
its connection, the ways God uses it (and them) in mission and justice 

throughout the world, and they will learn about the upcoming vows they'll 
be taking on Confirmation Sunday. 

Oh, and one more thing that your group will gain from this - some quality 

retreat time with you and your adults. You won't have to be concerned 
about the logistics of running your own retreat because our staff will be do-

ing all the work for you. 

The retreat is February 19th through 21st at Camp Glisson (Dahlonega) and 

costs $125 per person if you register and pay by December 15th. After 
the 15th of December the cost is $140. This covers supplies, housing, four 

meals (three on Saturday and one on Sunday morning - mmm, Cinnamon 
Roll Sunday). (Adult leaders are charged the same price.)  

Register now at https://northga-reg.brtapp.com/ConfirmationRetreat 

  

http://www.ngumc.org/spiritualliferetreats
http://email.brtapp.com/wf/click?upn=LfBACWNfVaZih7LFBv8HBvRN6EMhoWBSUtOQx5duEeVYqSrTYp2g4aYRSpZH-2B-2BPOfYSMVVtrKd4fG3gTC-2FUwIQ-3D-3D_ts95LDxC1pmrNgusey69ZagBPgeqnPimaFFfCh0hl7wNlKxELBQmFfmWrtwFBKYW3AistbtwC7SAZkavIy46lAGQuxb-2FHy9wOZnjmbYZign7-2Fa2TnquH4lj


ROCA District Calendar 

DECEMBER 
  3 District Christmas Party @ Bremen First 6:30pm 
  7 Ministry Reviews @District Office 
  8 Ministry Reviews @Carrollton First 
10 Extended Cabinet 
10 Cabinet Christmas Party 
10 Carrollton Area Secretaries Lunch @ O’Charleys 11:30 am 
16 Rome Area Secretaries Lunch @ O’Charleys 11:30 am 
24-31 District Office Closed for Christmas Holidays 
 

2016 
JANUARY  
  3 Epiphany Sunday 
  4 District Office Reopens 
  4 End of Year Online opens up 
  6 Full Connection Paperwork Due   
  7 End of the Year Report Training @ Rockmart First 7:00pm 
10 Cluster #2 Training Event @ Bremen First UMC 3:00pm 
12 Extended Cabinet 
12 Extended Cabinet/CBOL supper together 
18 District Office Closed-Martin Luther King Holiday 
19-20 SEJ Cabinet Consultation @ Epworth By The Sea 
24 Cluster #3 Training @ Golden Memorial 3:00 pm 
25 District Finance @ District Office 6:00 pm 
25 District Bd. of Laity @ District Office 7:00 pm 
28 Move/Stay Forms due in the District Office 
31 Cluster #1 Training Event @ Trinity 3:00 pm 
FEBRUARY 
11 Carrollton Area Secretaries Lunch @ O’Charleys 11:30am 
14 First Sunday of Lent 
14 Scouting Sunday 
16 District Strategic Mission Team Mtg. @ Cave Spring UMC 6:00 pm 
17 Rome Area Secretaries Lunch @ O’Charleys 11:30am 
18 Extended Cabinet 
19-20 Spring Confirmation Retreat @ Camp Glisson 
22-25 Kindling The Fire @ Camp Glisson 
26-28 Spiritual Life Retreat #1 @ Camp Glisson 
22 District Clergy Mtg. @ Marietta Street 10:00am 
22 District Clergy Mtg. @ Trinity 7:00pm 
MARCH 
1-3 Appointive Cabinet 
4-6 Spiritual Life Retreat #2 
  6 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
8-10 Full Connection Interviews 
11-13 Spiritual Life Retreat #3 
12 District Bd. of Ordained Ministry @ District Office 10:00am 
13 Daylight Saving Time Begins 
14 District Superintendency Mtg. @ Petro’s in Cedartown, GA. 11:30am 
14 District Union @ Cedartown First UMC 6:00pm 
14 District Nominations @Cedartown First UMC 7:00pm 
15 District Bd. of Ordained Ministry @ District Office 12:30pm 
20 Palm Sunday 
21-26 Holy Week 
27 Easter Sunday 
28 District Office Closed For Easter 



May the God of hope fill you with  
all joy and peace in believing, so that 
By the power of the Holy Spirit you  

may abound in hope. 
                          Romans 15:13 

David and Cindy 

Josie and Doug 


